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ced along a small ditch. The square 
next the extremity, by which the 
vi'ater enters into the ditch, is the 
roflst elevated; the others diminish 
successively in iieight, and, besides, 
have a fall towards a little canal at 
their farther sides, which receives 
the water after the irrigation. A 
tr«!nch, about six inches broad and 
deep, separates the squares from 
each other ; and each of these 
trenches hasalittle bank raised at its 
two sides; which banks are well 
compacted, and form, as it wfere, 
walls of earth ; for which purpose 
the gardeners beat them forcibly 
with a bat, af er having moistened 
them, to render them more solid. 

If it is desired to irrigate the whole 
of the garden, all the upper trenches 
are closed where they open into the 
main ditch, by placing at the en- 
trance of each a bundle of straw, and 
the witer is let to run along the ditch 
to the lowest trench ; and a similar 
bundle of straw is placed across the 
ditch below the trench, to prevent 
the water running to waste, and to 
turn it into the trench ; across which, 
at a small space from its mouth, the 
gardener places a bundle of straw 
^Iso, which causes the water to flow 
over the earth of the bed in a thin 
sheet : and he moves this last dam 
successsively to ten or twelve differ- 
ent places along the trench, till the 
whole of the square has been water- 
ed below the trench. The water 
thus spread over the surface of the 
bed, penetrates it but little, and con- 
tinues to moisten it till it runs off at 
the lower side into the little canal 
placed to receive it. 

When the lowest square of the 
gaitlen is watered, the gardener 
moves the fascine of straw higher up 
in the main ditch near to the next 
trench, fiora the mouth of which he 
takes the dam, and proceeds to wa- 
ter the adjoinmg square in the same 
planner na that above meotioiied ; 



and in this way he water* all the 
beds, still advancing from the low- 
est to the highest : or he can wattr 
any particular bed, by stopping the 
main ditch below it, and letting the 
water run into the trench above it, 
and managing it as described. 

In this manner, the water mois- 
tens the roots without ever wetting 
the whole of the plant, and never 
exposes them to be burned by the 
heat of the sun on the one side, while 
they are inundated on the other; of 
course, the crops are never covered 
by the water, as often happens in 
the common tiiethod, in which a 
stream of water is let to run at once 
over the land. 

The little banks raised at the sides 
of the trenches, prevent the water 
which raises itself in them to the 
level of the squares, from spreading 
over their surface.^ The gardeners 
of Bologna call this mode of irriga- 
tion, irrigation of the surface of the 
earth (irrigarc apelo). It requites 
much attention, particularly in the 
disposition of the ground. 
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ON THE BEST METHOD OP FEEDING 
GOLD-FISH.* 
MR. EDITOR, 

As many persons in this town 
have now Gold-fish in iheir posses- 
sion, the best means of preserving; 
their health, and 'adminisrerin<r to 
their comfort, may probably be aiN 
ceptable for them to know, you will 
therefore have the goodness to insert 



the following 



T. 



'J'HEGold-fish is nourished with fine 

crumbs of bread, smallworms, and 

water snails, yolk of eggs, dried and 



• This article came too late for inser- 
tion in the proper place, and is put i* 
here rather than delay it to the next auoto 
ber. 
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powd«<!d,ani] many other substances 
both of an aniinal and vegetuble na- 
tore; it ^ould at all times, except 
in extreme cold weather, be sup- 
plied with a frequent change of wa- 
ter, and should be kept in vescels of 



sufficient width to permit a free ac- 
cess of air, yet so formed, as, by 
curving inwards in a proper de^'ree 
at the edge, to prevent the fish from 
esca|>ing. 

Shaxv's Zoology/, 5, p. 210. 
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